
The Great Vigil

on the Eve of the Resurrection

8:00pm, Holy Saturday, March 30, 2024

LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE

In the darkness, a new fire is kindled

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night,

in which our Lord Jesus passed over from

death to life, the Church invites her members,

dispersed throughout the world, to gather in

vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the

Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and

celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his

victory over death.

Let us pray.

O God, through your Son you have bestowed

upon your people the brightness of your light:

Sanctify that with pure minds we may attain to

the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Paschal Candle is lit. Congregation candles are lit as

the Deacon, bearing the Paschal Candle, leads the

procession, pausing three times to sing:

The light of Christ.

Thanks be to God.

The Exsultet sung by the cantor

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of

angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation

for the victory of our mighty King. Rejoice and

sing now, all the round earth, bright with a

glorious splendor, for darkness has been

vanquished by our eternal King. Rejoice and be

glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy

courts, in radiant light, resound with the

praises of your people. All you who stand near

this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to

God the Almighty for the grace to sing the

worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus

Christ his Son our Lord, who lives and reigns

with him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one

God, for ever and ever. Amen.

It is truly right and good, always and

everywhere, with our whole heart and mind

and voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty,

and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son,

Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal

Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for

us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood

delivered your faithful people.

This is the night, when you brought our fathers,

the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt,

and led them through the Red Sea on dry land.

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ

are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are

restored to grace and holiness of life.

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds

of death and hell, and rose victorious from the

grave. How wonderful and beyond our

knowing, O God, is your mercy and

loving-kindness to us that to redeem a slave,

you gave a son.

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put

to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores

innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who

mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and

brings peace and concord.

How blessed is this night, when earth and

heaven are joined and we are reconciled to

God.
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Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the

offering of this candle in your honor. May it

shine continually to drive away all darkness.

May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no

setting, find it ever burning—he who gives his

light to all creation, and who lives and reigns

for ever and ever. Amen.

T H E W O R D O F G O D

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in

history, how he saved his people in ages past;

and let us pray that our God will bring each of

us to the fullness of redemption.

The Flood Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18, 8:6-18, 9:8-13

Psalm 46

1 God is our refuge and / strength,

a very present help in / trouble.

2 Therefore we will not fear,

though the earth be / moved, *

and though the mountains be toppled

into the depths of the / sea;

3 Though its waters rage and / foam, *

and though the mountains tremble

at its / tumult.

4 The LORD of hosts is with / us; *

the God of Jacob is our /stronghold.

5 There is a river whose streams

make glad the city of / God, *

the holy habitation of the Most / High.

6 God is in the midst of her;

she shall not be over/ thrown; *

God shall help her at the break of /day.

7 The nations make much ado,

and the kingdoms are / shaken; *

God has spoken,

and the earth shall melt a/way.

8 The LORD of hosts is / with us; *

the God of Jacob is our / stronghold.

9 Come now and look upon the works

of the / LORD, *

what awesome things he has done

on / earth.

10 It is he who makes war to cease

in all the / world; *

he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,

and burns the shields with / fire.

11 "Be still, then, and know that I am / God; *

I will be exalted among the nations;

I will be exalted in the / earth."

12 The LORD of hosts is / with us; *

the God of Jacob is our / stronghold.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have placed in the skies the

sign of your covenant with all living things:

Grant that we, who are saved through water

and the Spirit, may worthily offer to you our

sacrifice of thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ

our Lord. Amen.

Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac Genesis 22:1-18

The God of Abram praise hymn 401

1. The God of Abraham praise,

who reigns enthroned above;

Ancient of everlasting days,

and God of love;

the Lord, the great I AM!

by earth and heaven confessed:

we bow and bless the sacred Name

forever blest.

2. He by himself hath sworn:

we on his oath depend,

we shall,

on eagles' wings upborne,

to heaven ascend:

we shall behold his face,
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we shall his power adore,

and sing the wonders of his grace

forevermore.

3. There dwells the Lord, our King,

the Lord, our Righteousness,

triumphant o'er the world and sin,

the Prince of Peace;

on Zion's sacred height

his kingdom he maintains,

and, glorious with his saints in light,

for ever reigns.

4. The God who reigns on high

the great archangels sing,

and “Holy, holy, holy!” cry,

“Almighty King!

Who was, and is, the same,

and evermore shall be:

eternal Father, great I AM,

we worship thee!”

5. The whole triumphant host

give thanks to God on high;

“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost”

they ever cry;

hail, Abraham’s Lord divine!

With heaven our songs we raise;

all might and majesty are thine,

and endless praise.

Let us pray.

God and Father of all believers, for the glory of

your Name multiply, by the grace of the

Paschal sacrament, the number of your

children; that your Church may rejoice to see

fulfilled your promise to our father Abraham;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea

Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21

Canticle 8 responsively by half verse

I will sing to the Lord,

for he is lofty and uplifted; *

the horse and its rider

has he hurled into the sea.

The Lord is my strength and my refuge; *

the Lord has becomemy Savior.

This is my God and I will praise him, *

the God of my people

and I will exalt him.

The Lord is a mighty warrior; *

Yahweh is his Name.

The chariots of Pharaoh and his army

has he hurled into the sea; *

the finest of those who bear armor

have been drowned in the Red Sea.

The fathomless deep

has overwhelmed them; *

they sank into the depths like a stone.

Your right hand, O Lord,

is glorious in might; *

your right hand, O Lord,

has overthrown the enemy.

Who can be compared with you, O Lord,

among the gods? *

who is like you, glorious in holiness,

awesome in renown,

and worker of wonders?

You stretched forth your right hand; *

the earth swallowed them up.

With your constant love

you led the people you redeemed; *

with your might you brought them

in safety to your holy dwelling.

You will bring them in and plant them *

on the mount of your possession,

The resting place you have made

for yourself, O Lord, *

the sanctuary, O Lord,

that your hand has established.

The Lord shall reign *

for ever and for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,

and to the Holy Spirit: *

as it was in the beginning, is now,

and will be for ever. Amen.

Let us pray.
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O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine

forth even to our own day, you once delivered

by the power of your mighty arm your chosen

people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a

sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the

water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of

the earth may be numbered among the

offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the

inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

A new heart and a new spirit Ezekiel 36:24-28

Surely it is God who saves me Hymn 679

1 Surely it is God who saves me;

trusting him, I shall not fear.

For the Lord defends and shields me

and his saving help is near.

So rejoice as you draw water

from salvation's living spring;

in the day of your deliverance

thank the Lord, his mercies sing.

2 Make his deeds known to the peoples:

tell out his exalted Name.

Praise the Lord, who has done great things;

all his works his might proclaim.

Zion, lift your voice in singing;

for with you has come to dwell,

in your very midst, the great and

Holy One of Israel.

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the

Paschal mystery established the new covenant

of reconciliation: Grant that all who are reborn

into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may show

forth in their lives what they profess by their

faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CELEBRATION OF THE RESURRECTION

Holy Gospel John 20:1-18

Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.

The holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to John.

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Alleluia. Christ is risen!

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

He Is Risen hymn 180

The chapel is dressed for our celebration of the resurrection.

1. He is risen, he is risen!

Tell it out with joyful voice:

he has burst his three days’ prison;

let the whole wide earth rejoice:

death is conquered, we are free,

Christ has won the victory.

2. Come, ye sad and fearful-hearted,

with glad smile and radiant brow!

Death’s long shadows have departed;

Jesus’ woes are over now,

and the passion that he bore -

sin and pain can vex no more.

3. Come, with high and holy hymning,

hail our Lord’s triumphant day;

not one darksome cloud is dimming

yonder glorious morning ray,

breaking o’er the purple east,

symbol of our Easter feast.

4. He is risen, he is risen!

He hath opened heaven’s gate:

we are free from sin’s dark prison,

risen to a holier state;

and a brighter Easter beam

on our longing eyes shall stream.

You may be seated as the dressing concludes; then stand to sing

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful Taizè

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful,

in the Lord I will rejoice!

Look to God, do not be afraid;

lift up your voices, the Lord is near;

lift up your voices, the Lord is near.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, who for our redemption gave

your only-begotten Son to the death of the

cross, and by his glorious resurrection

delivered us from the power of our enemy:

Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may
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evermore live with him in the joy of his

resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Alive to God in Christ Romans 6:3-11

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The Great Alleluia

The cantor sings and the congregation repeat, three times.

Sermon Scott Campbell

The Apostle’s Creed and Renewal of Baptismal Vows

Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we

are buried with Christ by Baptism into his

death, and raised with him to newness of life. I

call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten

observance is ended, to renew the solemn

promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which

we once renounced Satan and all his works,

and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy

catholic Church.

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and

renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?

I do.

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ,

his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power

of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand

of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living

and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching

and fellowship, in the breaking of bread,

and in the prayers?

I will, with God’s help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and,

whenever you fall into sin,

repent and return to the Lord?

I will, with God’s help.

Will you proclaim by word and example

the Good News of God in Christ?

I will, with God’s help.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons,

loving your neighbor as yourself?

I will, with God’s help.

Will you strive for justice and peace

among all people, and respect the dignity

of every human being?

I will, with God’s help.

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord

Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by

water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon

us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life

by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

Then all may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

H O L Y C O M M U N I O N
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Let us with gladness present the offering and

oblation of our life and labor to the Lord.

Special Music Vocal Ensemble

“Alleluia” William BOyce, arr. Mark Schweitzer

Great Thanksgiving Cantor and congregation

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always

and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; But

chiefly are we bound to praise you for the

glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ

our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who

was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the

sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed

death, and by his rising to life again he has won

for us everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices

with Angels and Archangels and with all the

company of heaven, who for ever sing this

hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer A

The Celebrant prays, prompting the following response:

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues, concluding with:

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity

of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us,

we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Fraction Anthem

Receiving Communion

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take

them in remembrance that Christ died for you,

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with

thanksgiving.

Baptized believers are welcome to receive Holy

Communion. Gluten free bread is available on request. The

wine is available either from the chalice (common cup) or in

single-serve cups, which also include a non-alcoholic white

grape juice option. If you prefer to receive a blessing,
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indicate this by crossing your hands over your chest.

Communion Music Vocal Ensemble

“In Remembrance of Me” Courtney/Red

Post-Communion Prayer

Let us pray.

Living God, your Son made himself

known to his disciples in the breaking of

bread: open the eyes of our faith, that we

may see him in all his redeeming work;

who is alive and reigns, now and for

ever. Amen.

Blessing

The God of peace, who brought again from the

dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd

of the sheep, through the blood of the

everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every

good work to do his will, working in you that

which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the

blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,

and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain

with you always. Amen.

The Day Of Resurrection

1. The day of resurrection!

Earth, tell it out abroad;

the Passover of gladness,

the Passover of God.

From death to life eternal,

from earth unto the sky,

our Christ hath brought us over

with hymns of victory.

2. Our hearts be pure from evil,

that we may see aright

the Lord in rays eternal

of resurrection light;

and, listening to his accents,

may hear so calm and plain

his own “All hail!” and, hearing,

may raise the victor strain.

3. Now let the heavens be joyful,

let earth her song begin,

the round world keep high triumph,

and all that is therein;

let all things seen and unseen

their notes together blend,

for Christ the Lord is risen,

our joy that hath no end.

Dismissal

Alleluia alleluia!

Let us go forth in the name of Christ!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia alleluia!

Postlude

"Fanfare" Jacques Lemmens

7



The Great Vigil of Easter - Readings 2024
Note to readers: the lessons are not introduced or concluded in the usual fashion. Simply begin
reading.

The Flood Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18, 8:6-18, 9:8-13

The LORD then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because I have found you

righteous in this generation. Take with you seven pairs of every kind of clean animal, a male and its

mate, and one pair of every kind of unclean animal, a male and its mate, and also seven pairs of every

kind of bird, male and female, to keep their various kinds alive throughout the earth. Seven days from

now I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face of the

earth every living creature I have made.”

And Noah did all that the LORD commanded him.

In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the second month—on that day

all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. And rain

fell on the earth forty days and forty nights.

On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and the wives

of his three sons, entered the ark. They had with them every wild animal according to its kind, all

livestock according to their kinds, every creature that moves along the ground according to its kind

and every bird according to its kind, everything with wings. Pairs of all creatures that have the breath

of life in them came to Noah and entered the ark. The animals going in were male and female of every

living thing, as God had commanded Noah. Then the LORD shut him in.

For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the ark

high above the earth. The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the

surface of the water. 

After forty days Noah opened a window he had made in the ark and sent out a raven, and it kept

flying back and forth until the water had dried up from the earth. Then he sent out a dove to see if the

water had receded from the surface of the ground. But the dove could find nowhere to perch because

there was water over all the surface of the earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He reached out his

hand and took the dove and brought it back to himself in the ark. He waited seven more days and

again sent out the dove from the ark. When the dove returned to him in the evening, there in its beak

was a freshly plucked olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth. He

waited seven more days and sent the dove out again, but this time it did not return to him.

By the first day of the first month of Noah’s six hundred and first year, the water had dried

up from the earth. Noah then removed the covering from the ark and saw that the surface of the

ground was dry. 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: “I now establish my covenant with you and with

your descendants after you and with every living creature that was with you—the birds, the livestock

and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you—every living creature on earth. I

establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be destroyed by the waters of a flood; never

again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.”

And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and every living

creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it

will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth.
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Response Psalm 46

1 God is our refuge and / strength,

a very present help in / trouble.

2 Therefore we will not fear,

though the earth be / moved, *

and though the mountains be toppled

into the depths of the / sea;

3 Though its waters rage and / foam, *

and though the mountains tremble

at its / tumult.

4 The LORD of hosts is with / us; *

the God of Jacob is our /stronghold.

5 There is a river whose streams

make glad the city of / God, *

the holy habitation of the Most / High.

6 God is in the midst of her;

she shall not be over/ thrown; *

God shall help her at the break of /day.

7 The nations make much ado,

and the kingdoms are / shaken; *

God has spoken,

and the earth shall melt a/way.

8 The LORD of hosts is / with us; *

the God of Jacob is our / stronghold.

9 Come now and look upon the works

of the / LORD, *

what awesome things he has done

on / earth.

10 It is he who makes war to cease

in all the / world; *

he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,

and burns the shields with / fire.

11 "Be still, then, and know that I am / God; *

I will be exalted among the nations;

I will be exalted in the / earth."

12 The LORD of hosts is / with us; *

the God of Jacob is our / stronghold
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Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac Genesis 22:1-18

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!”

“Here I am,” he replied.

Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of

Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.”

Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his

servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the

place God had told him about. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the

distance. He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will

worship and then we will come back to you.”

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself

carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to his

father Abraham, “Father?”

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”

Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the

two of them went on together.

When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged

the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he reached

out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the LORD called out to him from

heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!”

“Here I am,” he replied.

“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear

God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”

Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took

the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place

The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.”

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time and said, “I swear by

myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only

son, I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the

sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and

through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed,  because you have obeyed me.”

Response Psalm 16, said in unison

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; *

I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord,

my good above all other.”

2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in

the land, *

upon those who are noble among the

people.

3 But those who run after other gods *

shall have their troubles multiplied.

4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, *

nor take the names of their gods upon my

lips.

5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; *
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it is you who uphold my lot.

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; *

indeed, I have a goodly heritage.

7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel *

my heart teaches me, night after night.

8 I have set the LORD always before me; *

because he is at my right hand I shall not

fall.

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; *

my body also shall rest in hope.

10For you will not abandon me to the grave, *

nor let your holy one see the Pit.

11 You will show me the path of life; *

in your presence there is fullness of joy,

and in your right hand are pleasures for

ever more.

Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21

As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after

them. They were terrified and cried out to the LORD. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were

no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us

out of Egypt? Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have

been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!”

Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance

the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. The LORD will

fight for you; you need only to be still.”

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. Raise

your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go

through the sea on dry ground. I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after

them. And I will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his

horsemen. The Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his

chariots and his horsemen.”

Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went behind

them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, coming between the

armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light

to the other side; so neither went near the other all night long.

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back

with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, and the Israelites went

through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left.

The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen followed them

into the sea. During the last watch of the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and

cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. He jammed the wheels of their chariots so

that they had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites!

The LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.”

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back

over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.” Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and

at daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the LORD swept

them into the sea. The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen—the entire army of

Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived.
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But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on

their left. That day the LORD saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the

Egyptians lying dead on the shore. And when the Israelites saw the mighty hand of the LORD displayed

against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.

Then Miriam the prophet, Aaron’s sister, took a timbrel in her hand, and all the women followed

her, with timbrels and dancing. Miriam sang to them:

“Sing to the LORD,

for he is highly exalted.

Both horse and driver

he has hurled into the sea.”

Canticle 8 The Song of Moses

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; *

the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.

The Lord is my strength and my refuge; *

the Lord has becomemy Savior.

This is my God and I will praise him, *

the God of my people and I will exalt him.

The Lord is a mighty warrior; *

Yahweh is his Name.

The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; *

the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea.

The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; *

they sank into the depths like a stone.

Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; *

your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy.

Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? *

who is like you, glorious in holiness, awesome in renown, and worker of wonders?

You stretched forth your right hand; *

the earth swallowed them up.

With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; *

with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling.

You will bring them in and plant them *

on the mount of your possession,

The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, *

the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established.
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The Lord shall reign *

for ever and for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A new heart and a new spirit Ezekiel 36:24-28

“ ‘For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into

your own land. I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all

your impurities and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will

remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and

move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. Then you will live in the land I gave

your ancestors; you will be my people, and I will be your God. 

Surely it is God who saves me Hymn 678

return to your seat for the hymn

Holy Gospel John 20:1-18

Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.

The holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw

that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the

other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t

know where they have put him!”

So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran

Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did

not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the

strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth

was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the

tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not understand from Scripture that

Jesus had to rise from the dead.) Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.

Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw

two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.

They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” At this, she

turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.

He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put

him, and I will get him.”
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Jesus said to her, “Mary.”

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).

Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers

and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ”

Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that

he had said these things to her.

Alleluia. Christ is risen!

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Alive to God in Christ Romans 6:3-11

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.

Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We

were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised

from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a

resurrection like his. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by

sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died

has been set free from sin.

Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since Christ

was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he

died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.

In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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